
CAP-UP Juror bios  
 
Michael Bongiorno, Principal and Senior Designer, DesignGroup 
As principal at DesignGroup, an AIA Gold medal architecture and design firm in 
Columbus, Bongiorno’s focus is on work that supports and enhances the fabric of the 
city and furthers a fundamental belief that great design is the essential building block to 
vibrant, healthy communities. His work has garnered numerous awards in Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois. His current projects include the Columbus Museum of Art Expansion, 
Battelle Darby Creek Metro Park Nature Center, McConnell Arts Center of Worthington 
and the award winning Grange Insurance Audubon Center. He serves on the board of 
directors of both the Columbus Center for Architecture and Design and AIA Columbus. 
Michael is a cum laude graduate of Pratt Institute School of Architecture in New York 
City and has lived and traveled extensively abroad. Bongiorno recently authored the 
article “Columbus, City of Design?” on ColumbusUnderground.com, making the 
argument for Columbus to pursue the designation of a UNESCO City of Design. 
 
Jami Goldstein, Vice President of Marketing, Communications & Events, Greater 
Columbus Arts Council 
Jami Goldstein brings two decades of expertise in marketing, public relations and the 
non-profit arts to the Greater Columbus Arts Council. In addition to overseeing 
marketing, public relations, branding and events at GCAC, her role includes increasing 
national awareness of the city’s abundant creative capital and cultural assets, assisting 
with the implementation of the Columbus cultural plan, and strengthening and expanding 
partnerships within and outside the community. Prior to joining GCAC, Goldstein worked 
for the Ohio Arts Council for nearly 16 years. She has extensive experience facilitating 
international cultural exchange programs and residencies and is co-author of The 
Appreciative Journey: A Guide to Developing International Cultural Exchanges. 
Goldstein was a 2008 recipient of Business First’s Forty under 40 award and she 
currently serves on the boards of the Columbus Arts Marketing Association, ROY G BIV 
Gallery and the Arts and College Preparatory Academy.  
 
Mary Gray, Director, Riffe Gallery 
Mary Gray is responsible for managing exhibition selection and coordination and all 
administrative activities of the Ohio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery in Columbus, OH.  She 
oversees the gallery's education program, marketing area, gallery assistants and 
preparators, working with curators and artists, designing installations and handling 
shipping and insurance arrangements for all exhibitions. Gray has juried several 
exhibitions for various museums, galleries and organizations across the state, and 
regionally. Gray is a member of the Commission on the Moyer Judicial Center and is 
chair of the Art Acquisition Committee. 
  
Nannette Maciejunes, Executive Director, Columbus Museum of Art  
Maciejunes became Executive Director of the Columbus Museum of Art (CMA) in 
November 2003 after serving as the acting director for one year and as Chief Curator 
with administrative responsibility for the curatorial and registrars departments for 10 
years. She received the 2006 Governor’s Award for the Arts in Ohio in the category of 
Arts Administration and in 2009 was named a YWCA Woman of Achievement. 
Under her leadership, the Museum has adopted and implemented a new mission: to 
offer great experiences with great art to everyone. During her tenure as Director, CMA 
has successfully engaged in a major capital campaign to build endowment and expand 
its building, finishing a complete renovation of the historic 1931 building in 2011 and 



opening an innovative new space named the Center for Creativity. She graduated 
summa cum laude from Denison University with a B.A. in Art History and an M.A. and 
further graduate studies toward a Ph.D. from the Ohio State University.  
 
Cleve Ricksecker, Executive Director, Capital Crossroads and Discovery District 
Special Improvement Districts 
Ricksecker serves as executive director of the two management districts (“SIDs”) in 
downtown Columbu.Prior to managing the public realm in downtown, Cleve served as 
executive director of the Riverfront Commons Corporation and created a plan for 
developing riverfronts in Columbus.  He served as executive director of the Short North 
Arts District for five and a half years.  Before working in the Short North, Cleve managed 
the Columbus Arts Festival for the Greater Columbus Arts Council for five years, 
producing dance, theatre, temporary shows of public art, music, and a street fair with 
more than 300 exhibitors. 
 
Priscilla Tyson, Columbus City Councilmember 
A dedicated leader and lifelong resident of Columbus, Priscilla R. Tyson joined 
Columbus City Council in January 2007. Throughout her career, Councilmember Tyson 
has been a dedicated public servant who gives back to her community.  She served as 
the founding executive director of City Year Columbus, vice president of community 
relations at Ohio Health, and vice president of community development at National City.  
She currently advocates for our community at the state and national levels as a board 
member of the Ohio Municipal League and the National League of Cities. She has also 
served on the boards of Phoenix Theatre Circle, the National Black Programming 
Consortium, Opera Columbus and the Community Shelter Board. Councilmember Tyson 
is the president of Star Arts Gallery, Limited. Star Arts was founded in 2005 to assist 
artists in expanding their client base and gaining national attention for their work. Star 
Arts specializes in multiple genres such as collage, wood-burning, oil on canvas/linen, 
photography and sculpture.  She is an avid collector of African-American art and a 
member of the Greater Columbus Arts Council board of trustees. 
 


